Can I Work as a Contractor on
STEM OPT? Legal Guidelines
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The STEM OPT (Optional Practical Training) program allows international
students with F-1 visa status who have completed a degree in a STEM field to
work in the United States for up to 36 months. It provides valuable hands-on work
experience related to their academic field of study. Many students wonder work

.contractor STEM OPT, answer yes, but important considerations keep mind

When working as a contractor on STEM OPT, it's essential to ensure that the
employment opportunity meets the program's requirements. This includes
working for an employer who meets the program's training obligations and
provides regular, structured oversight of the STEM OPT student. It's crucial to
maintain a formal training plan that outlines the specific learning objectives and

.tasks related to the student's STEM degree

According U.S. Department of Homeland Security, over 200,000 individuals have
participated in the STEM OPT program since its inception. The program has
provided a valuable opportunity for international students to gain practical
experience in their chosen STEM fields, contributing to the U.S. Economy

.workforce

Let s consider a case study of a STEM OPT student, Maria, who secured a
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contractor position with a technology company. Maria' s employer provided her
with a structured training program focused on software development, allowing
her to apply her skills in a professional setting. Through her contractor role,
Maria gained valuable experience and made significant contributions to her

.employer' s projects, enhancing her career prospects

Working contractor STEM OPT can present Challenges and Opportunities. While
contractors have the flexibility to work on multiple projects and gain diverse
experiences, they may also face uncertainties related to project duration and
stability. It's crucial for STEM OPT students to carefully evaluate potential
contractor positions and ensure that they align with the program's requirements

for practical training

In conclusion, working as a contractor on STEM OPT can be a rewarding
experience for international students seeking practical training in their STEM
fields. By securing contractor positions with employers who provide structured
training and oversight, STEM OPT participants can enhance their skills,

.contribute to innovative projects, and advance their careers in the United States

Top 10 Legal Questions about
Working as a Contractor on STEM
OPT

Answer Question

Oh, the exciting world of STEM OPT! Now, can you
work as a contractor on it? The answer is yes! As long
as your work is directly related to your field of study,

you can work as a contractor on your STEM OPT
.without any problem

Can I work contractor .1
?STEM OPT




Well, when it comes to the type of work you can do as
a contractor on STEM OPT, the sky s the limit! As
long as it is related to your field of study, you can take
.0n any project or assignment as a contractor

Are any restrictions .2
type work I contractor

?STEM OPT

Yes, you do! It's important to keep your Designated
School Official (DSO) in the loop about your
employment situation. Make sure to inform them
about your contract work and any changes in your
.employment status

Do I need to inform .3
my DSO if I work as a

contractor on STEM
?0PT

Absolutely! You can spread your wings and work as a
contractor for multiple employers on your STEM OPT.
Just make sure that each opportunity aligns with your
field of study and doesn't exceed the allowed hours of
.work

contractor for multiple

CanIworkasa .4

employers on STEM
?0PT

No, there isn't a specific minimum salary requirement
for contractors on STEM OPT. As long you being

compensated fairly work doing, good go. Just ensure
that your compensation reflects the market value of
.your services

Is there a minimum .5

salary requirement for

contractors on STEM
?0OPT

No, you don't need a dedicated office space to work
as a contractor on STEM OPT. You can work remotely
or from any location that is convenient for you. As
long as you are delivering quality work, the location
.doesn’t matter

Do I need to maintain .6
a physical office space to

work as a contractor on
?STEM OPT

Yes, you can work as a contractor for a company that
is not E-Verified on STEM OPT. However, the
company must be willing to provide training and
supervision directly related to your field of study. So,
.make sure to clarify this with your potential employer

Can I work contractor .7
company E-Verified
?STEM OPT

Oh, the bureaucratic side of things! As a contractor on
STEM OPT, you are required to report any changes in
your employment status to your DSO within 10 days.

This includes changes in your employer, work
Jocation, and any periods of unemployment

Are there any .8
reporting requirements
for contractors on STEM

?0PT




Yes, you can unleash your entrepreneurial spirit and

start your own business as a contractor on STEM Can I start my own .9

OPT. Just ensure work doing directly related your | business as a contractor

field study maintaining required level supervision ?on STEM OPT
.training

If your contract work ends before the end date on
your STEM OPT card, don't panic! You have a 60-day
grace period to find new employment, start a new
program of study, or make preparations to leave the
.U.S. So, take a deep breath and explore your options

What happens if my .10
contract work ends
before the end date on
?my STEM OPT card

Contract for Working as a
Contractor on STEM OPT

As a student on STEM OPT, it's important to understand the legal requirements
and obligations when working as a contractor. This contract outlines the terms
.and conditions for such employment

Employer Contractor Parties

The Contractor, holding a valid STEM OPT work permit,
desires to work with the Employer as a contractor. The

Background
Employer is willing to engage the Contractor as an g
.independent contractor
The Contractor agrees to provide services to the Employer
on a contractual basis. The nature of the services, duration
, Terms

of engagement, payment terms, and other relevant details

Engagement

are outlined in an attached Statement of Work, which
.forms an integral part of this contract

Both parties agree to comply with all applicable laws,
regulations, and requirements related to working on STEM
OPT. The Contractor acknowledges the importance of Legal Compliance
maintaining valid work authorization throughout the
.engagement




During the course of the engagement, the Contractor may
have access to confidential information belonging to the
Employer. The Contractor agrees to maintain the
confidentiality of such information and not disclose it to
.any third party

Confidentiality

This contract may be terminated by either party in
accordance with the terms specified in the attached
Statement of Work. In the event of termination, both

parties agree to fulfill any outstanding obligations and
return any materials or resources belonging to the other

.Jparty

Termination

Any disputes arising from this contract shall be resolved
through mediation or arbitration in accordance with the
Jaws of the state where the services are provided

Dispute
Resolution

Both parties acknowledge their understanding and
.acceptance of the terms of this contract by signing below

Signature




